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7 THE PASSING SCENE

By WILLIAM S. WHITE

B sé? general lo-
xi ﬁgﬂie Ameri-
101} as aigon have

g ne ’;.o WDrlq agaln.-
tme, thelr. chosen
3% the ofticer who'
inands the '15,000-man
Wiican military force.
c}; 1s.. assisting the mnew’
>go:¢)emment there in & des-
“perate ‘war against Commu-
nist invaders. i -
Leaks, apparently frém
rembassy sources, picture
en,;Payul D, Harkins as out
vpg with the new Vlet
Wamese regime, out of “tune:
with Ambassador Henry Ca~
bob Lodge and, generally; as
more or less’ out of tolich
ith everything, All this is
deegly troubling . and anger-
4F; the  highest  officials - of
tve - American goverpiment
h¥re-at home—not excluding
Presldent John F. Kennedy.
It would not be exaggerating,’
one feels sure, to say that the
‘President is doinig, not a “slow -
burn, but a fast one, indeed.
Tt 15 aifficult td belicve
that Ambassador Lodge him-
self:iean be responsible for
thege attacks upon that vital
Auman lynech-pin of this
whole military .operation who
‘s Gen. Harkins. (They are
attacks, by the way, remark-
‘ably. reminiscent of earlier
assaults-by-leak on some of
our Central Intelligence
‘Agency peoble out there.)

Lodge’s Duty

Mr. Lodge {5 & thoroughly
.adult, decent and responsible
rolitician: who undertook a.
thankless tagk in Viet Nam
as a patriotiec duty. Still,
whoever may be to blame,
the Ambassador would be
wise'to put & stop at once to
what Tooks here to be a-cleat]
“$tfort to “get” Gen. Harking;

s

nd entire]y right and prope]

Namese regime of Ngo Di)
4Dlem, who was bloodily overs
‘thrown hy a revolution of his:
subordinate generals only -a
little while ago.

For there is no dispps!tlop
in the highest quarters -lerg
long to stomach another out-
break of back-stabbing, of
girls’ seho ‘01:jealousies and
tale-beaﬁng. within the Am-~

erican team in Viet Nam
"Those ‘Within' that, team who
werg defermined’ to see Mr.
Digm fa1] have "had their way
1d satislied.

0
evdnts can show——stood by

- arguments 61" the anti-Diem

: certainly that of the Presi-
. dent.

. course, 18 bigger even thah

- 8broad never learn to play on

. gthéf

stroyed. That Is to say, .the

bloc Within' our 'team finally
won: out ‘over those, notshly
including Gen. Harkins, who
wanted %o go on with him in
the belief that his outfit'was
the best in sight to do the
one true job. So won, tpo; the
arguments at home ! £ 2
clague o{ reformers and ‘semi-
pacifists who could never
rest until Mr. Diem had been
driven from the scene,

Get On With War

But ab any rate, Mr. Diey
is gone now—destroyed most

of all on the claim that as'a|

Christian convert he has

been unduly repressive of |
Buddhism, What thé admin-[

1st.ratlon ‘wants to do now {s

t0 160k . s};neuy to the future, |

to draw® ‘our people in Viet

Nam together into & truly|

common “enterprise and to
-geb on with the war. But we
shall'not, in fact, get on with
the war until the sophomoric/
whispering gallery in Sajgon
ds silenéed and grown men|
begin: to behave like grown
men allled in good faith in
the one purpose for which
they were sent to Viet Nam.
They have been sent there to
fight marpuding Commu-
nists, not: to tight each other.]
It s -pardly the most
hidden . secret in Washington
that this message, among
others, is being carried by
Secretary of State Rusk, Sec-
retary of Defense McNamara
and the other VIPS assigned
by the Presldent to meet
Ambassador Lodge and oth-
ers:in Honolulu.on Novembet
20, The general has acted as
a good“soldfer should, and so
far as this columnist cantsee
he'retains the full confidence
of all the top- people here,

But ‘the real ‘question, oi

the matter of unfairness to a
first-rate military officer. It
is this: Can Americans

the same side.of the ball
Jleld? If the present sei of
_Amerjcans..cannot, it 1a ob-
vioy ha(mtbe President
500N} 0r Jater. must.tind an-
who cgn. This i3 no

Jace for' buresucratic in-
trigue; but it is surely a place
where coptinued intrigue
could dei oy the most sensi=
ble sma,’;;egy yet . devised to
hslt creeping Communist ag-
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